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Christianity is full of forgiveness, sacrifice, and kindness. A true Christian would have those very characteristics: forgiving, sacrificial, and kind. Harriet Beecher Stowe gives few deserving characters in Uncle Tom’s Cabin those attributes. Eva and Tom are two of those holy characters. Stowe also gives opposing characteristics—evil, hateful, down-right mean—to one other character. This antagonist, Simon Legree, receives qualities that are the definition of a non-Christian. Harriet Beecher Stowe uses Eva, Tom, and Legree to emphasize the importance of believing in anti-slavery and living a Christian lifestyle. 

Eva St. Clare, a five year old, was a true Christian: kind, selfless, and sacrificed herself for others. She has done more, morally, in her five years than most have done in their lifetime. A non-Christian slave owner would beat, or kill, a slave because of stealing. When Topsy steals from Eva, Eva talks to young Topsy as another person, not as her superior: “’I’m sure I’d rather give you anything of mine than have you steal it’” (280).  Little Eva had shown respect and kindness to a slave in the year 1850—something most grown men in the South that year could not say. No girl in her right-mind would dare do such a thing: be nice to a slave; unless that girl was Christian and caring, both characteristics that Eva indeed possessed. Her Christian faith also yearned for the freeing of slaves. If this wasn’t enough, Eva felt love for her fellow human-beings. As she sees those who are depressed and mourning around her, she tells Tom of her wishes to help the slaves by stating, “’I would die for them, Tom, If I could’” (313). Eva’s selfless nature was that of a saint. Not only had she offered herself up for a fellow human, but the humans she would die for were black. That was something that many other “Christians” would never have thought of doing, until Eva actually did it. She died for her and Stowe’s belief that slaves should be free. On her death bed, she gave her last ounce of Christianity and abolitionist beliefs and poured it into the hearts of those slaves she died for, “’I have prayed for you; and I know Jesus will help you…and I think I shall see you all in heaven’” (328-9). A savior to many of the witnesses in that room, Eva had sacrificed herself for another human being (beings in this case). She had put God in their hearts and the Lord in their souls. By doing so, she not only affected those characters in the book, but those reading as well. Stowe uses Eva to preach Christianity to the reader by giving them a role model to look up to in the book. She uses a similar tactic in Tom’s character by creating him as a holy figure and relating him to a character we all know: Jesus Christ.


Tom was a “model” slave, not because of his hard work and strength, but because of his obedience; he was obedient because he was Christian; his Christian background caused him to be obedient. Tom turns to Christianity as a path to righteousness and a guide to answers. Tom stays strong when he is forced to be sold and others become weak. He comforts the others by saying, “’If I must be sold, or all the people on the place…let me be sold’” (43). Tom must turn to his Christian beliefs in order to do the right thing. Though this may have hurt himself, he knew it was the right thing to do because he followed his Bible. Stowe refers to the Bible and Christianity a lot, having the characters look to it as a guide, and directing the reader to do so also. Tom insists on sharing his faith with others, he is not selfish. As Sambo and Quimbo discover their sins, Tom shows them the way to the right direction, “’I’d be willing to bar all I have, if it’ll only bring ye to Christ! O Lord! give me these two more souls, I pray!’” (472). Tom sees souls that need help and he answers his call: he saves them by converting them to Christianity. He wishes that everyone would be Christian; Tom is a missionary, preaching the word of God to others. Unfortunately, Tom could not save everyone that needed saving. Simon Legree would not be saved. Tom offers his soul to save Legree’s, which is spilling out evil and beating Tom towards the brink of death, “’…if taking every drop of blood in this poor old body would save your precious soul, I’d give ‘em freely,  as the Lord gave His for me’” (469). Even in the face of death, Tom resembles the Lord Christ himself and is admirable among the Christian light. Resembling the story of Jesus Christ—sacrifice, dying for others’ sins, getting tortured and left to die, saving others—Tom’s entire life was destined to help others, save souls, and be the figure of faith and heroism in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin. So now, not only is Tom the model slave, but he is the model Christian as well; he being the figure of Christian faith, his home being the model of freedom. “’Think of your freedom, every time you see Uncle Tom’s Cabin’” (500). Readers, slave-owners, and abolitionists now have the ultimate symbol of oppression and freedom: Tom, a Christian, God-fearing man. They also have the definitive symbol for evil: the un-Christian and cruel Simon Legree. 


What is the ideal villain? They are evil, ruthless, vain, persuasive, have motives, and a troubled background; all characteristics of Simon Legree. Stowe created this villain to foil Tom and to give the reader a figure to picture as the anti-Christian. As anti-Christians go, Legree tops the list with the description of his plantation as having “no words of impassioned prayer” (391) and being “all grown over with weeds” (392).  The weeds represent Legree’s control over all of the beauty in “What once was a large garden” (392). Legree was the poster-child for the horrors of slavery—horrors every Christian wants to eliminate. He did not let anything joyous or hopeful into his control and had zero tolerance for prayer, faith, or Christianity. Perhaps this is the reason why Cassy loses belief in religion and states, “’The Lord never visits these parts’” (402). With Simon Legree having a stranglehold on all things holy on his plantation, there was little hope for anybody in his presence. He was an evil man and was designed to be viewed as the archetype of all things bad about slavery and to be the complete opposite of a Christian. Stowe wants everybody to see this man as what they shouldn’t be: un-Christian and slave-owning. It is clear that Stowe was pushing the envelope on this subject when she has Legree state in his devilish manner: “’Hark’e, Tom...I’ll conquer ye, or kill ye!—one or t’other. I’ll count every drop of blood there is in you’” (469). Tom is killed at the hands of this man—nay demon—simply because he was pure evil. Legree is the epitome of what no man should be like; and Harriet Beecher Stowe emphasizes this point by overstressing Legree’s slave owning and his evil. This devil-resembling man forces readers to be what Harriet Beecher Stowe wants them to be—Christian abolitionists.

Eva St. Clare, a Christian, lived a righteous life helping others and passing on her faith. Tom, a Christian, sacrificed himself to free his fellow slaves. And Simon Legree, not a Christian, lived life beating and killing slaves and taking the faith away from others. Eva’s angelic beauty, Tom’s sacrifice for his fellow man, and the evil found in Legree is used by Stowe to show the benefits of being a Christian. Even Tom’s last words were used to show the joy of being a Christian: “’O Mas’r George! what a thing ‘tis to be a Christian!’” (476). 
